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Swiss Customs and the Border Guard in the age of globalisation 

Brief summary 

Switzerland has been part of the Schengen Area since 2008, and a review of that period 
shows that accession has been worthwhile. Switzerland is a special case within the 
Schengen Area, as it does not form part of the EU customs union, and customs controls are 
still performed at its borders. National and international cooperation has been strengthened, 
and access to the Schengen Information System (SIS) has raised the quality of 
investigations. Schengen enables Switzerland to also have a direct impact at external 
borders thanks to participation in international assignments and missions, which involve both 
Swiss Customs and the Border Guard. 

Integrated border management 

With the Schengen Agreement, systematic people checks between the member states have 
been removed. The checks at the external borders of the Schengen Area have in turn been 
made more stringent and cross-border police and legal cooperation has been stepped up. 
The individual member states are responsible for checking and monitoring the external 
borders, but they are bound by joint regulations. 

This change of system required new, coordinated measures covering the entire Schengen 
Area for combating illegal migration and cross-border crime. The integrated border 
management (IBM) strategy, passed by the Federal Council in 2012, is based on the EU's 
IBM strategy and has four filters: 

 IBM filter 1: measures in third countries 

 IBM filter 2: measures and cooperation in the Schengen Area 

 IBM filter 3: measures for border controls at Schengen external borders 

 IBM filter 4: measures in Switzerland 

The Integrated Border Management strategy guarantees that the various federal and 
cantonal authorities work more closely together. Its focus areas include enhancing the 
exchange of information and situation analysis, as well as optimising and harmonising 
training, equipment and infrastructure. Cooperation at the international level and with non-
state organisations is also being improved. 

Swiss Border Guard on international assignments 

As part of the measures in third countries (IBM filter 1), the Border Guard (BG) has been 
sending airline liaison officers abroad since 2012. These officers are deployed at 
international airports outside the Schengen Area and provide airlines with advice and support 
for document checks. Their duties also include detecting forged documents, clarifying identity 
issues for visa sections and Schengen states and compiling risk profiles. 

Since 2011, the BG has also participated in assignments of the European border security 
agency Frontex (IBM filter 2). Based in Warsaw, this agency coordinates the national border 
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authorities, among other things, in order to support and strengthen particularly affected 
countries. It also supports member states with training and equipment, and prepares risk and 
threat analyses. The BG has a pool of around 50 specialists, who are deployed in the areas 
of vehicle and documentation checks, area surveillance, migrant debriefings, and as dog 
handlers. 

In 2017, the BG took part in 40 postings and worked around 1,258 deployment days. The 
main deployment areas were Greece, Italy, Croatia and Bulgaria. 

Foreign assignments serving peace and security 

The tradition of foreign assignments in the FCA stretches back over 20 years. They are 
carried out within the framework of Swiss foreign, peace, security and trade policy. Overall in 
2017, and aside from postings within the scope of Frontex, around 12 FCA employees were 
engaged in international missions in the following areas: 

 Peace-building for multilateral organisations on behalf of the Federal Department 
of Foreign Affairs. They were tasked with supporting local customs authorities 
with setting up the structures necessary for the rule of law and training staff. 

 Technical cooperation via assistance projects as a trade facilitation tool for 
developing countries. The projects are designed to increase the customs 
authorities' efficiency and thus facilitate the exchange and globalised movement 
of goods. The capacity building is undertaken in collaboration with the State 
Secretariat for International Financial Matters. 

 Transition assistance for Eastern European states within the scope of 
cooperation programmes. 

 Posting of specialists for international organisations such as the EU, the World 
Customs Organization (WCO), the World Trade Organization (WTO) and the 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). 
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